Roles and Responsibilities of the National and Regional Student Representatives of Physicians for Global Survival

Organization

Three Regional Student Representatives act to represent PGS student activity in the regions designated Western (BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba), Central (Ontario and Quebec), and Eastern (Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, New Brunswick and PEI).  One of the regional student representatives also serves as National Student Representative (NSR).

National Student Representative
The National Student Representative (NSR) is considered the official spokesperson for the student body of PGS. The role of the NSR is to monitor student programs and activities within Canada, coordinate involvement of new students and student chapters, serve as the first point of contact for the International Student Representatives and international colleagues, and to facilitate productive relations between students and PGS.  
The NSR also serves on the IPPNW Student Governing Body and carries one vote representing the student chapter of PGS. As such, they are expected to partake in discussions pertaining to decisions for the student movement and submit their votes in a timely fashion.
It is the responsibility of NSR to serve as a resource for and liaise between students in Canada and the international federation of IPPNW. The National Student Representative shall serve as Deputy Medical Student Councillor to the federation’s governing body, the International Council.
Regional Student Representatives

The Regional Student Representatives (RSRs) serve as representatives of the NSR within their regions.  The RSRs will coordinate student activities within their region, promote PGS and foster the involvement of new students and local groups.  This includes visiting other schools in the region to promote PGS, or arranging for others to do so, and being in regular communication with active students at schools in the representative’s region.
Communication

NSRs should maintain regular communication with the RSRs and with active students, as well as with PGS central office and PGS president.  NSRs and RSRs are expected to communicate with each other by phone or email at least once per month, and to be in regular contact with the PGS Central Office and Board of Directors

The NSR is expected to submit a report to the International Student Representative at least 2 weeks prior to IPPNW BoD meetings on the current and updated activities of the student chapter. 


Roles and Responsibilities
As the point of communication between the international student movement and PGS, the NSR is responsible for ensuring that the PGS student membership receives communications and updates from the IPPNW student listserve, as well as information about the international student projects.

As representatives for the PGS student movement, the NSR and RSRs should attempt to foster the development of local student groups in Canada.  This may include, but is not limited to:

· making or arranging presentations about PGS to medical school classes 
· providing materials and resources to new or established groups
· raising awareness about PGS amongst Canadian medical students
· be available to answer students questions about PGS

· maintain student listserve and coordinate maintenance of student website

· promote communication and collaboration between student groups in Canada (both sPGS chapters and related groups)
· stay informed about IPPNW international students projects and communicate information about these projects to Canadian students (mostly the role of the NSR)
· NSRs and RSRs are encouraged to attend PGS board meetings, and in addition, are asked to make every effort, including fundraising efforts, to ensure that at least one representative attends the World Congress

Student representatives should also subscribe to the PGS mission statement and be willing to work within the broad guidelines of the PGS working principles.
Election of Student Representatives
Student Representatives are to be elected by their peers either through e-mail or at national student meeting or PGS board meeting.  The term for student representatives (both NSRs and RSRs) is normally 2 years.  Students who have served as RSR for 1 year are encouraged to take on the NSR position in the following year.  Every self-identifying PGS student in Canada will be allowed to vote in the election of NSRs.  PGS students within an RSR’s region are eligible to vote in the election of RSRs.  In the event that a student representative is unable or unwilling to perform their duties, the student representative may be step down voluntarily, or be asked to step down by his or her peers, and a new representative identified.
