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Physicians Call for a Nuclear Weapons-free World
www.pgs.ca
Why are physicians involved in promoting a Nuclear Weapons Convention?

· Physicians view the fact that nuclear weapons exist as the ultimate public health hazard.  This is a far worse threat to humanity than any pandemic.

There is no known meaningful medical response for the massive numbers of casualties which could result from the intentional or accidental detonation of even the smallest of these devices.
· Physicians view the current allocation of the world's resources to maintain nuclear weapons in their current state as an unnecessary societal expense. 

These resources, whether financial, human or resource based, could be used instead to address some of the pressing problems facing humanity today – poverty, environmental degradation etc.
· Physicians recognize that polls show the majority of the world's population want an enforceable agreement to abolish nuclear weapons.

What is ICAN?
· The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons or ICAN has the objective of ridding the world of the scourge of nuclear weapons.
The means to this goal is a verifiable, enforceable treaty, called a Nuclear Weapons Convention. 

· ICAN was developed by and is the central campaign of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW).
IPPNW won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985 for its efforts to abolish nuclear weapons during the cold war.

Physicians for Global Survival (Canada), one of the 60 affiliates of IPPNW, is promoting ICAN with a Canadian flavour. For details of Canadian goals see the attached card.

How does ICAN promote a Nuclear Weapons Convention?

ICAN works in two ways:

· At the level of the civil society it makes complex events understandable at various age and education levels and encourages people to endorse ICAN.  ICAN gives a voice to these people.

· At the highest levels, the model Nuclear Weapons Convention has been accepted as a working document at the United Nations (submitted by Costa Rica and Malaysia).
Ban Ki Moon, in an address to the United Nations stated: “A world free of nuclear weapons would be a global public good of the highest order.” and he suggested ICAN as a means to this goal. 

How does ICAN work?

· ICAN has developed stages, timelines and verification procedures etc towards the ultimate goal of a Nuclear Weapons Convention.

These details are available in the book “Securing our Survival”. The model Nuclear Weapons Convention is not meant to be followed exactly but rather as an evolving document to help guide others towards a final Nuclear Weapons Convention. 

What are ICAN strengths?

· ICAN works from the level of the populace to the highest levels in the UN. 

How does ICAN work with other similar minded organizations?

· ICAN is not the only campaign to promote the abolition of nuclear weapons.
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The proliferation of visions about how to get rid of nuclear weapons simply reflects the fact that there is no one best way.

Other likeminded groups include Global Zero, Mayors for Peace, and the Parliamentary Network for Nuclear Disarmament (PNND)
All these groups work synergistically from different angles; e.g. ICAN suggests that the public encourage their parliamentarian to join PNND.
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